LSTA Funds at Work In Maine
Working to equalize library resources and training to all
Maine Citizens

The LSTA (Library Services and Technology Act) is the largest
single source of Federal Funds for library services. Maine has been
awarded $1,063,783 for FY05.
The Maine State Library (MSL) programs described below
focus Maine’s LSTA funds toward the following four goals:
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Maine State Library Outreach Services has made great progress in providing
information and services online in an accessible format. In 2002, an easy to
use web page with printable forms, lists of materials, links, and user
information was established. Online requesting and a link to the National
Library Service's public access catalog was set up for blind and disabled
Talking Books users. In 2003, the entire Books By Mail catalog was put into
digital format, and in April 2004 Outreach Services began circulating these
materials to homebound and geographically isolated users through the
automated system. By the end of 2004, Books By Mail patrons will be able
to seamlessly request, renew, and reserve their books--including interlibrary
loans--on the World Wide Web.
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(1) Projects that use adaptive technologies or special
services to access information
Talking Books – The MSL is Maine’s Regional
Library for the National Library Services for the Blind
and Physically Handicapped and provides talking books
statewide.
Large print books – All Maine public libraries use this
service to serve their visually impaired patrons. A
catalog is mailed to all residents and libraries using the
program.
(2) Community outreach projects targeting people
not served by a local public library
Books by Mail – This MSL outreach program helps
meet the needs of more than 200,000 Maine residents
who live in towns without local libraries or in towns
whose public libraries are open fewer than 15 hours a
week.
Outreach Services has made great progress in providing
information and services online in an accessible
format. In 2002, an easy to use web page with printable
forms, lists of materials, links, and user information
was established. Online requesting and a link to the
National Library Service's public access catalog was set
up for blind and disabled Talking Books users. In
2003, the entire Books By Mail catalog was put into
digital format, and in April 2004 Outreach Services
began circulating these materials to homebound and
geographically isolated users through the automated
system. By the end of 2004, Books By Mail patrons
will be able to seamlessly request, renew, and reserve
their books--including interlibrary loans--on the World
Wide Web.
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(3) Projects that make content available in all
appropriate media
Library Development – Library Development
supports continuing education opportunities for Maine
librarians, including use of electronic services.
Reader and Information Services – These services
include reference service by mail, e-mail, telephone,
and WATS line.
Technology Leadership – Maine is a national leader in
state-wide cooperative technology projects. The
Schools and Library Network was the first to connect
every school and library electronically. Maine InfoNet
is the first fully-integrated system to provide home and
library access to knowledge. The first state-wide
Distance Learning Project and state based E-Rate
program are examples of technology leadership.
(4) Projects that enhance the ability of the staff to
provide electronic services
Regional Services – All Maine libraries are included in
the regional library system that facilitates interlibrary
loans, training, licensing for electronic databases, and
other cooperative sharing initiatives.
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